The treatment with differentiation- and apoptosis-inducing agent, vesnarinone, of a patient with oral squamous cell carcinoma.
A patient with histopathological recurrent oral cancer with well-differentiated squamous cell carcinoma, was treated with differentiation- and apoptosis-inducing agent, vesnarinone, per os at a dose of 180 mg/day for 56 days and then at a dose of 60 mg/day for 93 days. The vesnarinone administration caused complete remission of the tumour. It has been found by immunohistochemical staining and PCR-SSCP analysis that the recurrent tumour has wild type p53 gene and relative high level of LeY expression as well as DNA fragmentation in the cancer cells, as assessed by nick-end labelling. These findings suggest that the cure of oral squamous cell carcinoma observed in this case might be associated with induction of differentiation and apoptosis of cancer cells by vesnarinone.